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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Mahy persons will probatlj find fault with me for publishing 
opinions which ai-e not new : but I shall bear this blame content- 
edly, believing that opinions on this subject could hardly be 
just if they were not 1800 years old. OUiers wiU blame me 
for making proposals which are altogether new; to whom I 
woold answer, that things in these days seem not so far right 
but that they may be mended. And othera will simply call 
the opinions false and the proposals foolish — ^to whose good will, 
if they take it in hand to contradict me, I muat leave what I 
. have written— having no pm'poee of being di'awn, at present, 
into religious controversy. If, however, any should admit the 
truth, but regi-et the tone of what I have said, I can only pray 
them to consider how much less hai'm is done in the world by 
nngi'aeeful boldness, than by untimely Pear. 

Dekmark Hill, 
February, 1851, 
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NOTES, 

(fic. (.to. 



The following remarks were intended to form part of tlie appen- 
dix to an essay on Architecture : But it seemed to me, when I 
had put them into order, that they might be useful to persona 
who would not care to possess the work to which I proposed to 
attach them ; I publish them, therefore, in a separate form ; but 
I have not time to give them more consistency than they would 
have had in the subordinate position originally intended for 
them. I do not profess to teach Divinity; and I pray the reader 
to nnderstand this, and to pardon the sligbtneas and insufficiency 
of notes set down with no more intention of connected treatment 
of their subject than might regulate an accidental conversation. 
Some of them ai'e simply copied from my private diary ; others 
are detached statements of facts, which seem to me significative 
or valuable, without comment; all are written in haste, and in 
the intervals of occupation with au entirely different subject. It 
may be asked of me, whether I hold it right to speak thus 
hastily and insufflciently respecting the matter in question '{ 
Yes. I hold it right to speak hastily : not to tJmih hastily, I 
have not thought hastily of these things ; and, besides, the haste 
of speech is confessed, that the reader may think of me only as 
talking to him, and saying, as shortly and simply as I can, 
things which, if he esteem them foolish or idle, he is welcome to 
cast aside; but which, in very truth, I cannot help saying at 
this time. 
The passages in the essay which required notes, described the 
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6 NOTES ON THE 

repression of the political power of the Venetian Clergy by the 
Venetian Senate; and it became neceseaiy for me — ^in support- 
ing an assertion made in the course of the inquiry, that the idea 
of separation of Church and State was both vain and impious — 
to limit the sense in which it seemed to me that the word 
" Church " should be understood, and to note one or two conse- 
quences which would result from the acceptance of such limitar 
tion. This I may as well do in a separate paper, readable by 
any pereon interested in the subject; for it is high time that 
some definition of the word should be agreed upon. I do not 
mean a definition involving the doctrine of this or that division 
of Christians, but limiting, in a manner understood by all of 
them, the sense in which the word should thencefonvard be 
used. There is grievous inconvenience in the present state of 
things. Eor instance, in a aennon lately published at Oxford, 
by an anti-Ti'actarian divine, I find this sentence, — " It is cleai'ly 
within the province of the State to establish a national chv/rch, 
or extei-nal mstiiuUon of certain forms ofworsMp:" Now sup- 
pose one were to take this interpretation of the word " Church," 
given by an Oxford divine, and substitute it for the simple word 
in some Bible Texts, as for instance, " Unto the angel of the 
external institution of certain forms of worship of Ephesus, 
write," (fee. Or, " Salut* the brethren which are in Laodicea, 
and Nymphas, and the external institution of certain forms of 
worship which is in his honse," — what awlcward results we 
should have, here and there \ Kow I do not say it is possible 
for men to agree with each other in their religious opinions, but 
it is certainly possible for them to agree with each other npon 
their religious expressions; and when a word occm-s in the 
Bible a hundred and fourteen times, it is surely not asking too 
much of contending divines to let it stand in the sense in which 
it there occurs; and when they want an expression of something 
for which it does not stand in the Bible, to use some other word. 
There is no compi'omise of rehgious opinion in this : it is simply 
propel' respect for the Queen's English. 
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CONSTKL'CTION OF SnEEPFOLDS. 7 

The word oeenrs in the Kew Testament, as I said, one hun- 
dred and foitrteen times.* In every one of those occun-ences, it 
bears one and the same grand senae : that of a congi-egation or 
assembly of men. Eiit it bears this sense nnder four different 
modificationB, giving four separate meanings to the word. 
These are— 

I. The entire Multitude of the Elect; otherwise called the 
Body of Christ; and sometimes the Bride, the Lamb's Wife; 
including the Faithful in all ages ; Adam, and the chilthen of 
Adam, yet unhom. 

In this sense it is used in Ephesians v. 25, 27, 32 ; Colossians 
i. 18, and several other passages. 

II. The entire multitude of professmg believers in Christ, 
existing on earth at a given moment; including false brethren, 
wolves in sheep's clothing, goats, and tares, as well as sheep aud 
wheat, and other forms of bad fish with good in the net. 

In this sense it is used in 1 Cor. x. 32 ; xv. 9 ; Galatians i. 13, 
1 Tim. iii. 5, &c. 

III. The multitude of professed believei'S, living in a certain 
city, place, or house. This is the most frequent sense in wljich 
the word occurs, as in Acts vii. 38 ; xiii. 1 ; 1 Cor, i. 2 ; xvi. 
19, &c. 

IV. Any assembly of men : as in Acts xix. 32, 41, 

That in a hundred and twelve out of the hundred and fourteen 
tests, the word beai-s some one of these fonr meanings, is indis- 
putable. f But there are two texts in which, if the word had 
alone occurred, its meaning might have been donbtfid. These 
are Hatt. xvi. 18, and xviii. 17. 

* I may, perhaps, have missed count of one or two occurrontes of the word : but 
not, 1 think, in any important passages. 

t The expression " House of GoJ," in Tim. iii. 1 5, is sliown lo he used of the con- 
gregation hy 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. 

I have not noticed the.word Kitfiimh l,ahu), from which the German " Kirche,'' the 
English " Church," and the Scotch " Kirk" are derived, as it is not used with Ihal 
signification in the New Testament. 
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The absurdity of fonndiiig any docti'ine upon tlie inexpreseibly 
minute praaibility that in these two testa, the word might have 
been used with a different meaning from that which it bore in 
all the others, coupled with the assumption that the meaning 
was this or that, is self-evideiit : it is not so mnch a religions 
error as a philological solecism; unparalleled, so far as I I;now 
in any other science but that of divinity. 

Nor is it ever, I think, committed with open front by Protest- 
ants. No English divine, asked in a straightforwai-d manner 
for a Scriptural definition of " the Ohnrch," would, I suppose, 
be bold enough to answer "the Clergy." Nor is there any harm 
in the common use of the word, so only that it be distinctly un- 
derstood to he not the Scriptural one ; and therefore to be unfit 
for substitution in a Scriptm'al text. There is no haim in a 
man's talking of his son's " going into the Church" : meaning 
that he is going to take ordera ; hut there is much hai-m in his 
supposing this a Scriptural use of the word, and therefore, that 
when Christ said, "Tell it to the Church," He might possibly 
have meant, " Tell it to the Clergy." 

It is time to put an end to the chance of such misundeiBtand- 
ing. Let it but be declared plainly by aU men, when they begin 
to state their opinions on matters ecclesiastical, tliat they will 
use the word " Church " in one sense or the other ; — That they 
will accept tlie sense in which it is used by the Apostles, or that 
they deny this sense, and propose a new definition of their own. 
We shall then know what we are about with them — we may 
perhaps grant them their new use of the term, and argue with 
them on that underetanding ; so only that they will not pretend 
to make use of Scriptural authority, while they refuse to employ 
Scriptural language. This, however, it is not my purpose to do 
at present. I desire only to address those who are willing to 
accept the Apostolic sense of the word Church, and with them, 
I would endeavour shortly to ascertain what consequences must 
follow from an acceptance of that Apostolic sense, and what 
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COSSTEUCTIOS OF BHEKPFOI.DS. U 

niTist Ije our first and most necessary conclusions from the com- 
mon language of Sciipture* respecting these follomng points : — 

1. The distinctive characters of the Chorcli, 

2. The Authority of the Church. 

3. The Authority of the Clergy over the Church. 

4. The Connection of the Church ■with the State. 

These are four separate subjects of question ; but we shall not 
have to put these questions in succession with each of the four 
Scriptural meanings of the word Chm-ch, for evidently its second 
and third meaning may be considered together, as merely ex- 
pressing the general or particular conditions of the Visible 
Church, and the fourth signification is entirely independent of all. 
questions of a religious kind. So that we shall only put the 
above inquiries successively respecting the Invisible and Visible 
Church ; and as the two last, — of authority of dergy, and con- 
nection with State — can evidently only have reference to the 
Visible Church, we shall have, in all, these six questions to con- 
sider : 

1. The distinctive chai-acters of tlie Invisible Church. 
3. Tlie distinctive chai-acters of the Visible Church. 
3. The Authority of the Invisible Church. 
i. The Authority of tlie Visible Churchy 

5. The Authority of Gergy over the Visible Chm'ch. 

6. The Connection of the Visible Church with the State. 

1. "Wliat are the distinctive charactei-s of the Invisible Church ; 
that is to say, What is it which malies a person a member of this 
Church, and how is he to be known for such ? Wide question— 

* Any reference, e.-cc^ to Scripture, in notes of this kind would of course be lue- 
]esB : the argument from, or with, the Fathers, is not to be compressed into lifty pages, 
I have something to say about Hooltel ; hut I reserve that for another lime, not wish- 
ing to say it hastily^ or to leave it without support. 
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10 KOTl'JS ON THE 

if we had to take cognizance of all that has been written respect- 
ing it, remarkable as it has been always for cLiiantity rather than 
carefulness, and full of confusion between Visible and Invisible : 
even the article of the Church of England being ambiguous in 
its first clause : " The Visible Chtu-ch is a congregation of Faith- 
ful men," As if ever it had been possible, except for God, to 
see Faith ! or to know a Faithful man by sight. And there is 
little else written on this q^nestion, without some such quick con- 
ftision of the Tisible and Invisible Chm'ch ; — needless and unac- 
countable confusion. For evidently, the Church which is com- 
posed of Faithful men, is the one tnie, indivisible and indiseei'ni- 
We Church, built on the foundation of Apostles and Propliets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone. It inchides 
all who have ever fallen asleep in Chi-ist, and all yet imborn, 
who are to be saved in Him ; its Body is as yet imperfect ; it 
will not be perfected tni the last saved human spirit is gathered 
to its God. 

A man becomes a member of this Chm'ch only by believing 
in Christ with all his heart ; nor is he positively recognizable for 
a member of it, when he has become so, by any one but Gtod, 
not even by himself. Nevertheless, there are certain signs hy 
which Christ's sheep may be guessed at. Not by tfieir being in 
any definite Fold — -for many are lost sheep at times : but by 
theu' sheepJike behaviour ; and a gi-eat many ai'e indeed sheep 
which, on the far inoimtain side, in their peacefidness, we take 
for stones. To themselves, the best proof of their being Christ's 
sheep is to find themselves on Christ's shoulders ; and, between 
them, there are certain sympathi^ (expressed in the Apostles' 
Creed by the term " communion of Saints"), by which they may 
in a soi-fc recognise each other, and so become verily visible to 
each other for mutual comfort. 

3. The Limits of the Visible Church, or of the Chm-ch in the 
Second Scriptural Sense, ai'e not so easy to define ; they are 
awkward questions, these, of stake-nets. It has been ingeniously 
and plausibly eudcavom'cd to make Baptism a sign of admission 
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CONSTRUCTION OF SHEEPFOI.DS. 11 

into the Visible Church ; but absnrdly enough ; for we know 
that half the baptized people in the ivorld are very visible rogiies, 
believing neither in God nor devil ; and it is flat blasphemy 
to call these Yisihle OhristiaiiB ; we also inow that the Holy 
Ghost was sometimes given before Baptism,* and it would bo 
absurdity to call a man, on whom the Holy Ghost Lad fallen, an 
Livisible Christian. The only rational distinction is that which 
practically, though not professedly, we always assume. If we 
hear a man profess himself a believer in God and in Chiist, and 
detect him in no glaring and wilful violation of God's law, we 
speak of him as a Chi-istian ; and, on the other hand, if we hear 
him or see him denying Christ, either in his words or conduct, 
we tacitly assume him not to he a Christian. A mawkish 
charity prevents us from outspeaking in tliis matter, and from 
earnestly endeavonring to discern who are Christians and who 
are not ; and this I holdf to be one of the chief sins of the 
Ohiu'ch in the present day ; for thus wicked men ai'e put to no 
shame; and better men are encouraged in their failings, or 
caused to hesitate in their viitaes, by the example of those whom, 
in false charity, they choose to call Christians. Now, it being 
granted that it is impossible to Itnow, determinedly, who are 

* Acts X. 44. 

t Let not the reader be diepleaEed with me for these short and appaiejitly in.wjlent 
Etateioents of opinion. I am not writing insolently, hut as shortly and clearly as I 
can j and when I seriously believe a thing, I say so in a few words, leaving the leader 
to determine what my belief is worth. But 1 do not chooee to temper down every 
expression of personal opinion into courteous generalities, and eo lose space, and 
time, and intelligihility at once. We are utterly oppressed in these days hy our 
courtesies, and considerations, and compliances, and proprieties. Foi^ive me them, 
this once, or rather let us all forgive them to each other, arid learn to speak 
plainly first, and, if it may be, gracefully afterwards ; and not only to speak, hut 
to stand hy what we have spoken. One of my Oxford friends hearrl, the other 
day, that I was employed on these notes, and forthwith wrote to me, in a panic, 
not to put my name to tliem, for feai I should '■ compromise myseE." I think 
we are most of ua compromised to some extent already, when England has sent 
a Roman Catholic minister to the second city in Italy, and remains herself for a 
week without any government, because her chief men cannot agree upon the po- 
sition which a Popish cardmal is to hare leave to occupy in London. 
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Clu'istiaiia indeed, that is no reason for utter negligence in sepa- 
rating the nominal, apparent, or possible Christian, from the 
professed Pagan or enemy of God. We spend much time in 
arguing ahout efficacy of sacraments and such other mysteries ; 
but we do not act upon the very certain tests which are cleai' and 
visible. We know that Christ's people are not thieves— not 
liars — not buaybodies — not dishonest — not avaricious— not waste- 
ful — ^not cruel. Let us then get ourselves well clear of thieves — 
Hai-s — wasteful people — avaricious people — cheating people — 
people who do not pay their debts. Let us assure them that 
they, at least, do not belong to the Tiaible Church ; and having 
thus got that Church into decent shape and cohesion, it will be 
time to think of drawing the stake-nets closer. 

I hold it for a law, palpable to common sense, and which 
nothing but the cowardice and faithlessness of the Church pre- 
vents it Srom. putting in practice, Ihat the conviction of any dis- 
honourable conduct or wilful crime, of any fraud, falsehood, 
eiTielty, or violence, should be ground for the excommunication 
of any man: — for his publicly declared separation from the 
acknowledged body of the Visible Ohm'ch: and that he should 
not be received again therein without public confession of his 
crime and declaration of his repentance. If this were vigorous- 
ly enforced, we should soon have greater purity of life in the 
world, and fewer discussions about high and low chm'ches. Eut 
before we can obtain any idea of the mannei' in which such law 
could be enforced, we have to consider the second question, 
respecting the Authority of the Church. Ifow Authority is two- 
fold : to declare doctrine and to enfoi'ce discipline ; and we have 
to incLuire, therefore, in each kind, — 

3. What is the authority of the Invisible Chm-ch? Evidently, 
in matters of doctrine, all members of the Invisible Church must 
have been, and must ever be, at the time of their deaths, right 
in the points essential to Salvation, But, (A.), we cannot tel! who 
are members of the Invisible Chm-ch. 
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COXSTEOCTION OF SLJEEPFOLBS. 13 

(B). Wg cannot collect evidence from deatlitiecls in a clearly 
stated form. 

(C). We can collect evidence, in any foi-m, only from some one 
or two out of every sealed thousand of the Invisible Ohmeh. 
Elijah thought he was alone in Israel ; and yet there were seven 
thousand invisible ones around him. Grant that we bad Elijah's 
intelligence ; and we could only calculate on collecting the Tcijutli 
part of the evidence or opinions of the part of the Invisible 
Church living on earth at a given moment : that is to say, the seven- 
milhonth or triUionth of its collective evidence. It is very clear, 
therefore, we cannot hope to get rid of the contradictory opinions, 
and keep the consistent ones, by a genei'al ecLuation. But, it has 
been said, there are no contradictory opinions ; the Church is 
infallible. There was some talk about the infallibihty - of the 
Church, if I recollect light, in that letter of Mr. Bennett's to the 
Bishop of London. If any Ohui-ch be infallible, it is assui'edly 
the Invisible Church, or Body of Ohiist ; and infallible in the 
main sense it must of course be by its definition. An Elect per- 
son must be saved, and therefore cannot eventually be deceived 
on essential points : so that Christ says of the deception of such, 
"If it were ^possible" implying it to be impossible. Therefore, 
as we said, if one could get rid of the variable opinions of the 
members of the Invisible Church, the constant opinions would 
assm'edly be authoritative : but for the three reasons above 
stated, we cannot get at their constant opinions : and as for the 
feelings and thoughts which they daily experience or express, the 
question of Infallibility — which is practical only in this bearing 
—is soon settled. Observe, St, Paul, and the rest of the Apos- 
tles, wi'ite nearly all their epistles to the Invisible Church : — 
Those epistles ai'e headed, — Romans, " To the beloved of God, 
called to be saints" ; 1 Corinthians, " To them that are sanctified 
in Christ Jesus" ; 2 Corinthians, "To the saints in all Achaia"; 
Ephesians, " To the saints which ai-e at Ephesus, and to the 
faithful in Christ Jesus" ; Philippians, " To all the saints which 
are at Philippi" ; Colossians, " To the saints and faithful 
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Ijrethi-en wJiich are at Colosse" ; 1 and 3 Thesaaloiiiaiis, " To the 
Church of the Thessalonians, which is m God the Pather, and 
the Lord Jesus" ; 1 and 3 Timothy, " To his own son in the 
faith"; Titus, to the same; 1 Peter, "To the Strangers, Elect 
according to the foreknowledge of God" ; 2 Peter, " To them 
that have obtained like precious faith with us" ; 2 John, " To the 
Elect lady"; Jude, "To them that are sanctified by God the 
Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ and called," 

There are thiis fifteen epistles, expressly directed to the mem- 
hei-s of the Invisible Church, Philemon and Hebrews, and 1 
and 3 John, are evidently also so written, though not so express- 
ly inscribed. That of James, and that to the Galatians, are as 
evidently to the Visible Church : the one being general, and the 
other to persons " removed from Illm that called them." Miss- 
ing out, therefore, these two epistles, but including Christ's 
words to His disciples, we find in the Scriptural addresses to 
members of the Invisible Church, fourteen, if not more, direct 
injunctions " not to be deceived."* . So much for the " Infalli- 
bility of the Church." 

Now, one could put iip with Puseyism more patiently, if its 
fallacies arose mei'ely from peculiar temperaments yielding to 
peculiar temptations. But its bold refusals to read plain Eng- 
lish ; its elaborate adjustments of tight bandages over its own 
eyes, as wholesome preparation for a walk among traps and pit- 
falls ; its daring trustfulness in its own clairvoyance all the time, 
and declarations that every pit it falls into is a seventh heaven ; 
and that it is pleasant and profitable to break its legs ; — with all 
this it is difficult to hare patience. One thinks of the highway- 
man with his eyes shut, in the Arabian Nights ; and wonders 
whether any kind of scoiu-ging would prevail upon the Ang- 
lican highwayman to open " first one and then the other." 

i. So much, then, I repeat, for the infallibility of the ^visible 
Church, and for its consequent authority. !N"ow, if we want to 

* Matt. xxiv. 4 ; Markxiii.5; Lukesxi.8; 1 Cor, m. 18, vi. 9, xv. 33 | Eph. iv. 
14, V, 6 ; Col. ii. 8 i 3 Tliess. ii. 3 ; Heb. iii. 13 ; 1 John i. 8, iii. 7 ; 3 John 7, 8. 
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ascertain wliat infallibility and authority there is in the Tisible 
Church, we have to alloy the small wisdom and the light weight 
of Invisible Christians, with large per-centage of the false wis- 
dom and contrary weight of Undetected Anti-Christians. Which 
alloy makes up the ctirrent coin of opinions in the Visible 
Church, having such value as we may choose— its nature being 
properly assayed— to attach to it. 

There is, therefore, in matters of doctrine, ?m» suelh thing as the 
Authority of the Church. We might as well talk of the autho- 
rity of a morning cloiid. There may he light i/n it, but the light 
is not of it ; and it diminiehes the light that it gets ; and lets less 
of it thi'ongh than it receives, Christ being its sun. Or, we 
might as well talk of the authority of a ilock of sheep — for the 
Church is a body to be taught and fed, not to teach and feed : 
and of all sheep that are fed on the earth, Christ's Sheep are the 
most simple, (the children of this generation ai'e wiser) : always 
losing themselves ; doing little else in this world hut lose them- 
selves ;— never finding themselves ; always found by Some One 
else ; getting pei'petually into sloughs, and snows, and bramble 
thickets, like to die there, but for their Shepherd, who is for ever 
finding them and bearing them back, with torn fleece and eyes 
full of feai\ 

This, then, being the No-Authority of the Church in matter 
of Doctrine, what Authority has it in matters of Discipline ? 

Much, every way. The sheep have natural and wholesome 
power (however far scattered they may he from their proper 
fold) of getting together in orderly knots ; following each other 
on trodden sheepwalks, and holding their heads all one way 
when they see strange dogs coming ; as weU as of casting out of 
their company any whom they see reason to suspect of not being 
right sheep, and behig among them for no good. AU which 
things must be done as the time and place req^uire, and by com- 
mon consent. A path may be good at one time of day which is 
had at another, or after a change of wind ; and a position may be 
verj' good for sudden defence, which would be very stiff and 
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awliward for feeding in. And common eonsent must often be of 
sucli and such a company on this ov that hillside, in this or that 
particular danger, — not of all the sheep in the world : and the 
consent may either be literally common, and expressed in assem- 
bly, or it may be to appoint ofBcera over the rest, with such and 
such trusts of the common authority, to be used for the common 
advantage. Conviction of ciinies, and excommunication, for in- 
stance, could neither be effected except before, or by means of, 
officers of some appointed authority, 

5. This, then, brings us to our fifth question. "What is the 
Authority of the Clergy over fhe Chnrch ? 

The first clause of the cLuestion mast evidently be, — ^Who are 
the Clergy ? and it is not easy to answei" this without begging 
the rest of the question. 

For instance, I think I can hear certain people answering, 
That the Clergy are folk of three kinds, — Bishop, who over- 
look the Church ; Prieste, who sacrifice for the Church ; Dea- 
cons, who minister to the Church : thus assuming in their answer, 
that the Church is to be sacrificed f&r, and that people cannot 
overlook and minister to her at the same time ; which is going 
much too fast. I think, however, if we define the Clergy to be 
the " Spiritual Officers of the Church," — meaning, by Officers, 
merely People in office, — ^we shall have a title safe enough and 
general enough to begin with, and corresponding too, pretty well, 
with St, Paul's general expression u^oi'ina/isVot, iu Eom. xii. 8, 
and 1 Thess. v. 13. 

ITow, respecting these Spiritual Officers, or office-beai'ej^, we 
have to inquire, first, "What their Office or Authority is, or 
should be; secondly, Who gave, or should give, them that 
Authority ? That is to say, first, "What is, or should be the na- 
ture of their office ; and secondly, "What the extent, or force of 
then: authority in it ? for this last depends mainly on its deriva- 
tion. 

First, then, "What should be the offices, and of what kind 
should be the authority of the Clergy? 
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I havo hitlierto refeiTed to tlie Bible for an answer to every 
question. I do so again ; and behold, tie Bible gives me no 
answei". I defy yon to answer me from the Bible. Yon can 
only guess, and dimly conjecture, what the offices of the Clergy 
were in the first century. Ton cannot show me a single com- 
mand aa to what they shall be. Strange, tliia ; the Bible give'no 
answer to eo apparently important a question ! God surely 
would not have left His word without an answer to anything Hie 
children ought to ask. Surely it must be a ridiculous question 
— a question we ought never to have put, or thought of putting. 
Let U8 think of it again a little. To be sure, — it is a ridiculous 
question, and we should be ashamed of ourselves for having put 
it : — What should be the offices of the Clergy ? That is to say, 
What are the possible spiritual necessities which at any time 
may arise in the Church, and by what means and men are they 
to be supplied ; — evidently an infinite question. Different kinds 
of necessifcie's must be met by different authorities, constituted as 
the necessities arise. Eobinson Grasoe, in his island, wants no 
Bishop, and makes a thunderetorm do for an Evangelist. Tlie 
University of Oxford would be ill off without its Bishop ; but 
wants an Evangelist besides ; and that forthwith. The authority 
whicli the Vaudois shepherds need, is of Barnabas, the son of 
Consolation ; tlie authority which the City of London needs, is 
of James, the son of Thunder. Let us then alter the form of our 
question, and put it to the Bible thus ; What are the necessities 
mtffit likely to arise in the Chm-eh ; and may they be best met 
by different men, or in gi'eat part by the same men acting in 
different capacities ? and are the names attached to their offices 
of any consequence? Ah, the Bible answers now, and that 
loudly. The Church is built on the Foundation of the Apostles 
and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the comer-stone. 
Well ; We cannot have two foundations, so we can have no more 
Apostles nor Prophets: — then, as for the other needs of the 
Church in its edifying upon this foundation, there are aU manner 
of things to be done daily ;~rebukes to he given ; comfort to be 
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brouglit; Scripture to be explained; waiiiing to be enforced; 
threatenings to be executed ; cliarities to be administered ; and 
the men who do these things are called, and call themselves, with 
absolute indifference, Deacons, Bishops, Eldei'S, Evangeliats, ac- 
cording to what they are doing at the time of speaking. St. 
Paul almost always calls himself a deacon, St. Peter calls him- 
self an elder, 1 Pet. v. 1, and Timothy, generally undei-stood 
to be addressed as a bishop, is called a deacon in 1 Tim. iv. 6 — 
forbidden to rebuke an elder, in v. 1, and exhorted to do the 
work of an evangelist, in 2 Tim. iv. 5. But there is one thing 
which, as officers, or as separate from the rest of the flock, they 
never call themselves, — ^which it would have been impossible, as 
1, they ever should have called themselves ; that is-— 



It would have been just as possible for the Clergy of the early 
Church to call themselves Levites, as to call themselves (ex 
officio) Priests. The whole function of Priesthood was, on 
Christmas morning, at once and for ever gathered into His Pei'son 
who was bom at Bethlehem ; and thenceforward, all who are 
united with Him, and who with Him make saeiifice of them- 
selves ; that is to say, all members of the Invisible Church, be- 
come at the instant of their conversion, Prieals ; and are so call- 
ed in 1 Pet. ii. 5, and Kev. i. 6, and xx. 6, where, observe, there 
is no pfssibUity of limiting the expression to the Clergy ; the 
conditions of Priesthood beijig simply having been loved by 
Christ, and washed in His blood. The blasphemous claim on 
the part of the Clergy of being mwe Priests than the godly laity 
— that ia to say, of having a higher Holiness than the Holiness of 
being one with Christ, — ia altogether a Komanist heresy, drag- 
ging after it, or having its origin in, the other heresies respecting 
the sacrificial power of the Chm'ch officer, and his repeating the 
oblation of Christ, and so having power to absolve from sin : — 
■with aU the other endless and miserable falsehoods of the Papal 
hierarchy ; falsehoods for which, that there might be no shadow 
of excuse, it has been ordained by the Holy Spirit that no Chiis- 
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tian minister aha]] once call himself a Priest from one end of the 
New Testament to the other, except together with his flock ; and, 
so far from the idea of any pecidiar saDCtifieation, helonging to 
the Clergy, ever entering the Apostles' minds, we actually find 
St. Paul defending himself against the possible imputation of in- 
feriority : " If any man trust to himself that he is Christ's, let 
him of himself think this again, that, as he is Christ's, even so 
are we Christ's" (2 Cor. x. T). As for the unhappy retention of 
the term Priest in our English Prayei-book, so long as it wa=i 
nndei-stood to mean nothing hut an npper order of Church 
officer, licensed to tell the congregation from the reading-desk, 
what (for the rest) they might, one would think, have known 
without heing told, — that " God pardoneth all them that truly 
repent,'' — ^there was little harm in it ; but, now that this order of 
Clergy begins to presume upon a title which, if it mean anything 
at all, is simply short for Preshjtei", and has no more to do with 
the word Hiereua than with the word Levite, it is time that some 
order should be taken both with the book and the Clergy. For 
instance, in that dangerous compound of halting poetry with. 
hollow Divinity, called the Lyra Apostolica, we find much versi- 
fication on the sin of Korah and his company : with suggested 
parallel between the Christian and levitical Churches, and 
threatening that there are "Judgment Fii-es, for high-voiced 
Korahs in their day." There are indeed such fires. But when 
Hoses said, " a Prophet shall the Lord raise up unto you, like 
unto me," did he mean the writer who signs y in the Lyra Apos- 
tolica? The ofdce of the Lawgiver and Pri^t is now for ever 
gathered into One Mediator between God and man ; and thet 
are guilty of the sin of Korah who blasphemously would associate 
themselves in his Mediatorship. 

As for the passages in the " Ordering of Priests" and " Visita- 
tion of the Sick" respecting Absolution, they are evidently pure 
Eomanism, and might as weU not be there, for any practical 
effect which they have on the consciences of the Laity ; and had 
much better not be there, as regards their effect on the minds of 
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tlie Clergy. It is indeed true that Clirist promised ab&olving 
power to IEb Apostles : He also promised to those who believed, 
that they should take np sei^pents, aud if they di-ank any deadly 
thing, it shoiild not hui-t them. His words were fulfilled literal- 
ly ; hut those who would extend theu' force to beyond the Apos- 
tohc times, must extend both promises, or neither. 

Although, however, the Protestant laity do not often admit the 
absolying powei' of their clergy, tliey are bnt too apt to yield, in 
some sort, to the impression of their gi'eater sanctiflcation ; and 
from this instantly results the unhappy eonseq^uenee that the 
sacred character of the Layman himself is forgotten, and his 
own lliQieterial duty is neglected. Men not in office in the 
Church suppose themselves, on that ground, in a sort tmholy ; 
and that, therefore, they may sin with more excuse, and be idle 
or impious with less danger, than the Clergy; especially they 
consider theniselves reheved from all ministerial function, and as 
permitted to devote their whole time and energy to the business 
of this world. No mistake can possibly be greater. Every 
member of the Church is equally bound to the service of the 
Head of the Church ; and that service is pre-eminently the saving 
of souls. There is not a moment of a man's active life in which 
he may not be indirectly preaching ; and throughout a great part 
of his life he ought to be direcU/ij preaching, and teaching both 
strangers and friends ; his children, his servants, and all who in 
any way are put under him, being given to him as especial ob- 
jects of his miuistration. So that the only difference between a 
Church officer and a lay member, is either a wider degi-ee of 
authonty given to the former, as apparently a wiser and better 
man, or a special appointment ■ to some olEce more easily dis- 
charged by one person than by many : as, for instance, the serv- 
ing of tables by the deacons ; the authonty or appointment 
being, in eithei' case, commonly signified by a marked sepai'a- 
tion from the rest of the Chm-ch, and the privilege or power* of 
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being maintained by the rest of the Chnrch, without being forced 
to labour with his hands or encumber himself with any tempoi'al 
concerns. 

!N"ow, putting out of question the serving of tables, and other 
such duties, respecting which there is no debate, we shall find 
the offices of the Clergy, whatever names we may choose to give 
to those who discharge them, falling mainly into two great heads : 
— ^Teaching ; including doctrine, warning, and comfort : Disci- 
pline ; including reproof and direct adrainisti'ation of punishment. 
Either of which functions would naturally become Tested in sin- 
gle persons, to the exclusion of othei-s, as a mere matter of con- 
venience : whether those persons were wiser and better than 
others or not : and respecting each of which, and the authority 
required for its fitting discharge, a short inquiry must be separ 
rately made. 

I. Teaching. — It appeal's natm'al and wise that certain men 
should be set apart from the rest of the Church that they may 
mahe Theology the study of then" lives : and that they should be 
thereto instructed specially in the Hebrew and Greek tongues ; 
and have entire leisure granted tbera for the study of the Scrip- 
tures, and for obtaining general hnowledge of the grounds of 
Faith, and heat modes of its defence i^;ainst all heretics : and it 
seems evidently right also, that with this Scholastic duty should 
be joined the Pastoral duty of coimtant visitation and exhortation 
to the people ; for, clearly, the Bible, and the truths of Divinity 
in general, can only be understood rightly in their practical ap- 
; and clearly, also, a man spending his time constantly 
ministrations, must be bettei' able, on any given 
I, to deal powerfully with the human heai^t than one un- 
practised in such matters. The unity of Knowledge and Love, 
both devoted altogether to the service of Ohi'ist and his Church, 
mai'ke the true Christian Ministei' ; who I beHeve, whenever he 
has existed, has never failed to receive due and fitting reverence 
from all men,— -of whatever character or opinion ; and I "believe 
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that if all those who profess to he such, were such indeed, there 
would never he question of then- authority more. 

But, whaterer influence they may hare oyer the Church, theii' 
authority never supersedes tliat of either the intellect or the eon- 
science of the simplest of its lay membei-s, Tliey can assist those 
members in the search for tmth, or comfort their ovei'-wom and 
douhtful minds ; they can even assui'e them tliat they are in the 
way of trath, or that pardon is witliin their reach : hut tliey can 
neither manifest the tmth, nor gi'aut the pardon. Truth is to he 
discovered, and Pardon to he won for every man Ly Iiimself. 
This is evident from innmnerahle texts of Scriptui-e, but chiefly 
fi-om those which exhort every man to seek after Tiiith, and 
wliieh connect knowing with doing. We aro to seek after knowl- 
edge as silver, and search for her as for hid treasures ; therefore, 
from every man she must be natnrally hid, and tlie discoveiy of 
hei' is to be the reward only of pei'sonal search. The kingdom of 
God is as treasure hid in a field ; and of those who profess to help 
ns to seek for it, we ai'e not to put confidence in those who say, — 
Here is the ti'easm-e, we have found it, and have it, and will give 
you some of it ; but to tliose who say, — We think that is a good 
place to dig, and you wUl dig nit«t easily in such and such a way. 

JFai'ther, it has been promised that if such earnest search be 
made, Truth shall be discovered : as much truth, that is, as is 
necessary for the person seeking. These, thei'efore, I hold, for 
Uvo fundamental principles of religion, — that, without seeking, 
truth cannot be known at all ; and that, by seeldng, it may be 
discovered by the simplest. I say, without seeldng it cannot be 
known at all. It can neither be dedai'ed from pulpits, nor set 
down in Articles, nor in any wise " prepared and sold " in pack- 
ages, ready for use. Tmth must be ground for every man by 
himself out of its husk, with such help as he can get, indeed, but 
not without stem labom- of his own. In what science is knowl- 
edge to be had cheap ? or truth to be told over a velvet cushion, 
in half an hoiu''s talk every seventh day ? Can you leam chem- 
istry so ?-Hzoology ?— anatomy ? and do you expect to peneti'ate 
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the secret of all secrets, and to Imow that ivliose price is above 
mbies ; and of whicli the depth saith, — ^It is not in me, in so easy 
fashion? Thei'e are doubts in this matter which evil spirits 
dai-ken with their wings, and that is true of all sucli doubts which 
we were told long ago — ^they can " be ended by action alone."* 

As surely as we live, this tinith of truths can only so be dis- 
cerned : to those who act on what they know, more shall be re- 
vealed ; and thus, if any man wUl do His will, he stall know tlie 
doctrine whether it be of God. Any man : — not tlie man who 
has most means of loiowing, who has the subtlest brains, or sits 
under the most orthodox preacher, or has his libraiy fullest of 
most orthodox books — ^but the man who strives to know, who 
takes God at His word, and sets himself to dig up tlie heavenly 
mystery, roots and all, before simaet, and the night come, when 
no man can work. Beside such a man, God stands in more and 
more visible presence as he toils, and teaches him that which no 
preacher can teach — no earthly authority gainsay. I5y &uch a 
man, the preacher nmst himself be judged. 

Doubt you this ? There is nothing more certain nor clear 
thronghout the Bible : the Apostles themselves appeal constantly 
to their flocks, and actually claim judgment from them, as de- 
serving it, and having a right to it, rather than discouraguig it. 
But, first notice the way in which the discovery of truth is spoken 
of in the Old Testament ; "Evil men imderstand not judgment ; 
but they that seek the Lord understand all things," Proverbs 
xxviii. 5. God ovei-throweth, not merely tlie ti-ansgi'essor or the 
wicked, but even " the words of the ti-ansgressor," Pi'overbs xxii. 

* (Carlyle, Past and Present, Chap, si.) Can anything be mora striking than the 
repealed warnings of St. Paul against strife of words ; and his distinct setting forth of 
Action as the only true means of attaining knowledge of the truth, and the only sign 
of men's possessing the tnie faith. Compare 1 Timothy vi, 4, 30, (the latter verse 
especially, in connection with the previous three,) and 3 Timothy ii. 14, 19, 22, 23, 
tracing the connection here also; add Tilus i. 10, 14, 10, noting "in wor/cs (hey deny 
Urn," and Titus iii. 8, 9, "affirm constantly that they be careful to maintain good 
works ; but avoid foolish questions j" and, finally, 1 Timothy i. 4 — 7 ; a passage ■which 
seems to have been especially written for these times. 
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13, sinrt "the coim^el of the wicked," Job v. 13, xxi, IG ; observe 
again, in Pi'overbs xxiv. i, " My. son, eat thou honey, because it 
ia good — 80 shall the knowledge of wisdom be unto thy eonl, 
when thou hast found it, there shall be a reward ;" and again, 
" What man is he that feareth the Lord ? him shall he teaeh in 
the way that he shall choose ;" so Job xxxii. 8, and mnltitndea 
of places more ; and then, with all these places, which express 
the definite and personal operation of the Spirit of God on every 
one of lEs people, compai'e the place in Isaiah, which speaks of 
the contrary of this human teaching : a passage which seems as 
if it had been written for this veiy day and hour. " Because 
their fear towards me is taught by the ^ea&pt of Tnen ; there- 
tbre, behold the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and tlie 
understanding of their pmdent men shall.be hid." (xxix. 13, li.) 
Then take the New Testament, and obsei've how St. Paul himself 
speaks of the Eomans, even as hardly needing his epistle, but 
able to admonish one another; '•'■ Nmm-thdess, hretkren, IJmw 
written tfie more holdly wtto you in some sort, asputtmg you m 
nwnd." {xv. 15.) Any one, we should have thought, might hare 
done as much as this, and yet St. Paul increases the modesty of 
it as he goes on ; for he claims the nght of doing as much as tliis, 
only " because of the grace given to me of God, that I should be 
the minister of Jeans Christ to the Gentiles." Then compare 3 
Cor. V. 11, where he appeals to the consLiences f f the people for 
the manifestation of his ha\mg done has duty , and obsei-ve iu 
verse 31 of that, and 1 ot the next chapter, the "pray" and 
" beseech," not " command ,' and again, m chipter \i veree 4, 
" approving ourselves as the mmisters of God " But the most 
remarkable passage of all is 2 Cor, in, 1, whence it appeara that 
the ehm'ches were actually in the habit of giving letters of re- 
commendation to their ministers ; and St. Paul dispenses with 
sncii letters, not by virtue of his Apostolic authority, but because 
the power of his preaching was enough manifested in the Corin- 
thians themselves. And these passages are all the more forcible, 
because if in any of them St. Paul had claimed absolute authority 
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over the Cbnrch as a teacher, it was no more tliau we should 
have expected him to claim, nor could hie doing so have in any- 
wise juetified a successor in the same claim. But now that he 
has not daimed it — who, following him, shall dare to claim it ? 
And the coneideration of the necessity of joining expressions of 
the most exemplary humility, which were to be the examjjie of 
succeeding ministers, with such assertion of Divine authority as 
should secure acceptance for the epistle itself in the sacred canon, 
sufficiently accounts for the apparent inconsistencies which occm- 
in. 3 Thess. iii. 14, and other such texts. 

So much, then, for the authority of the Clergy in matters of 
Doctrine. N^ext, what is their authority in matters of Discipline. 
It must evidently he veiy gi-eat, even if it were derived from 
the people alone, and merely vested in the clerical officei's as the 
esecntore of their ecclesiastical judgments, and general overseers 
of all the Church, But granting, as we must presently, the 
minister to hold office directly from God, his authority of dis- 
cipline becomes very great indeed ; how great, it seems to me 
most difficult to determine, because I do not understand what 
St. Paul means by " delivering a man to Satan for the desti'uc- 
tion of the flesh." Leaving this question, however, aa much too 
hai-d for casual examination, it seems indisputable that the au- 
thority of the Ministers or court of Ministers should extend to 
the pronouncing a man Excoramimicate for certain crimes 
against the Church, as well as for all crimes punishable by or- 
dinaiy law. JThere ought, I think, to he an ecclesiastical code of 
laws ; and a man ought to have jury ti'ial, according to this code, 
before an ecclesiastical judge ; in which, if he were found gailty, 
as of lying, or dishonesty, or cruelty, much more of any actually 
committed violent crime, he shoidd he pronounced Excommuni- 
cate; refused the Sacrament ; and have his name written in some 
public place as an excommunicate pei'son until he had publicly 
confessed his sin and besought pardon of God for it."? The jury 
should always be of the laity, and no penalty should be en- 
forced in an ecclesiastical court except this of excooimiiui cation. 
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This proposal may sound sh-ange to many persons ; but as- 
siu-edly this, if not mucli more than this, is commanded in Scrip- 
ture, first in the (much abused) text, " Tell it unto the Chiu-ch" ; 
and most clearly in 1 Cor. v. 11—13 ; 2 Thess. iii. 6 and 14 ; 1 
Tim. V. 8 and 20 ; and Titus iii. 10 ; from which passages we 
also know the two proper degrees of the penalty. For Christ 
says, Let him who refuses to hear the Church, " be unto thee as 
an heathen man and & publican." But Chiiat ministered to the 
heathen, and sat at meat with the pnblican ; only always mth 
declared or implied expression of their uiferiority ; here, there- 
fore, is one degree of excommmiication for persons who 
" offend" their brethren ; committing some minor fault against 
them ; and who, having been pronounced in error by the body 
of the Chm-ch, refuse to confess their fault or repair it ; who are 
then to be no longer considered membei-a of the Ohm'ch : and 
their recovery to the body of it is to be sought exactly as it 
would be in the case of a heathen. But covetous persons, raUers, 
extortioners, idolaters, and those guilty of other gross crimes, 
are to be entirely cut off from the company of the believers ; and 
we are not so much as to eat with them. Tliis last penalty, how- 
ever, would rei^uire to be strictly guai'ded, that it might not be 
abused in the infliction of it, as it has been by the Eomaniats. 
We ai-e not, indeed, to eat with them, but we may exercise aU 
Christian charity towards them, and give them to eat, if we see 
them in himger, as we ought to all onr enemies ; only we are to 
consider them distinctly as onr enemies: that is to say, enemies 
of oui' Master, Christ ; and servants of Satan. 

As for the rank or name of the officers in whom the authori- 
ties, either of teaching or discipline, ai'e to be vested, they are 
left xtndetermined by Scripture, I have heard it said by men 
who know their Bible fai* better than I, that cai-eful examination 
may detect evidence of the existence of three orders of Clergy in 
the Church. This may be ; but one thing is very clear, without 
any laborious examination, that "bishop" and "elder" some- 
times mean the same thing, as, indisputably, in Titus i. 5 and 7, 
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and 1 Pet. v, 1 and 3, and that the office of the "bishop or over- 
seer ■was one of considerably less importance than it ie with us. 
This is palpahly evident from 1 Timothy iii., for what divine 
among ns, -wi'iting of episcopal proprieties, would think of say- 
ing that bishops " must not be given to wine," must he " no 
strikers," and must not be " novices"? Wq are not in the habit 
of making bishops of novices in these days ; and it would he 
much better that, like the eaily Church, we sometimes ran the 
risk of doing so ; for the fact is we have not bishops enough — 
by some hundreds. The idea of overseership has been practi- 
cally lost sight of, its fulfilment having gradually become physi- 
cally impossible, for want of more bishops. The duty of a 
bishop is, without doubt, to be accessible to the humblest 
clei'gymen of his diocese, and to desire very earnestly that all 
of them shonld be in the habit of refemng to him in ail cases of 
difficulty; if they do not do this of their own accord, it is 
evidently his duty to visit them ; live with them sometimes, and 
join in their ministrations to their flocks, so as to know exactly 
the capacities, and habits of life of each ; and if any of them 
complained of this or that difficulty with then- congregations, the 
bishop should be ready to go down to help them, preach for them, 
write general epistles to their people, and so on: besides this, he 
should of course be watchful, of their erroi's— ready to hear com- 
plaints from their congi'egations of inefficiency or aught else; 
besides having genei'al superintendence of ail the charitable 
institutions and schools in his diocese, and good knowledge of 
whatever was going on in theological matters, both all over the 
kingdom and on the continent. This is the work of a right 
overseer ; and I leave the reader to calculate how many addi- 
tional bishops— and those hard-working men, too — we should 
need to have it done even decently. Then our present bishops 
might all become ai'chbishops with advantage, and have general 
authority over the rest.* 

* I leave, in ihe main text, the abstroict question of the fitness of Episcopacy 
unapproached, not feeling any call to epeal; of it at length at present ; all that I 
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As to the mode in wiiicb the officers of the Churcli slioulcl bo 
elected or appointed, I do not feel it my business to say any- 
tliing at present, nor much respecting the extent of their 
autliority, either over eacK other or over the congregation, this 
being a most difficult question, the right solution of -which 
evidently lies between two most dangerous extremes — insub- 
ordination and radicalism on one hand, and ecclesiastical 
tyranny and heresy on the other : of the tivo, iueuhordination is 
far the least to be dreaded — for this reason, that nearly all real 
Christians are more on the watch against their pride than their 
indolence, and ■would sooner obey their clergyman, if possible, 
than contend with him ; while the very pride they suppose con- 
quered often retmns masked, and causes them to maiiie a meiit 
of their humility and their abstract obedience, however unrea- 
sonable : but they cannot so easily pei"suade themselves there is 
a merit in abstract (disobedience. 

Ecclesiastical tyi'anny has, for the most pai't, founded itself on 
the idea of Yicarianism, one of the most pestilent of the Eoman- 
ist theories, and moat plainly denounced in Scripture. Of this 
I have a word or two to say to the modem " Ticarian." All 
powers that be are unquestionably ordained of God ; so that 
they that resist the Power, resist the ordinance of God, There- 
fore, say some in these offices, "We, being ordained of God, and 
having our credentials, and being in the English Bible called 
ambassadors for God, do, in a sort, repr^eait God. We are 
Vicars of Christ, and stand on eai-th in place of Cln'ist. I have 
ha-^e heard this sud lyPiotestant cleigymen 

feel necessary to be aaic! is tliat bi'hops Leing grinlel it lo clear that \ c li\e 
too lew to do tlieir work But the argument fiom the practice of the I n nitu e 
Church appears to nit to be of erioneous weight — nor h-ive I eicr hpai 1 oi } 
rat onal j lea alleged against Episcopicj ex ept tl t like oilier things it la capable 
of pluse ani had soraelimea been abused nl i=, all ^elher clearlj and india 
putably there ib descnbed m tiie B ble an epscopal tffiee distinct from the 
merely ministerial one ai d apparently, also in Epi=Lopal officer atta bed to each 
church and dibdngi sIpI m the Reielations as an Angel I i-old tie rts stanie 
ot the Sl 1 h Pr bylPt an Ciori to T] =coi atj to be i niii a] 1 tilt- on I 
ficlnsmatii. 
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Now the word ambassador has a peculiar ambiguity about it, 
owing to its iiae in modem political affairs ; and these clergy- 
men assume that the word, as used by St. Paul, means an 
Ambassador Plenipotentiary ; representative of liis King, and 
capable of acting for his King. "What right have they to 
assume that St. Paul meant this? St. Paul never uses the 
word ambassador at all. He says, simply, " We are in em- 
bassage from Christ; and Christ beseeches you through us." 
Most true. And let it further be gi-anted, that every word 
that the clergyman speaks is literally dictated to him by 
Christ ; that be can make no mistake in delivering his message ; 
and that, therefore, it is indeed Christ himself wlio speaks to us 
the word of life through the messengers lips Does, theiefore, 
the messenger represent Chi'Ist? Does the cliannel nhich con 
veys the waters of the fountain repiesent the Fountain itself J 
Suppose, when we went to draw watei at i cistern, that ill at 
once the Leaden Spout should become immited ind open its 
mouth and say to ns, See, I am Viciiious for the Fountain 
Whatever respect yon show to the F< nntain, -Aio-vi, ssme part of 
it to me. Should we not answer the '^pout, and say, bpout, 
you were set there for om- service, and miy be taken away 
and thrown aside* if anything goes v.iong with }ou But the 
Fountain will flow for ever. 

Observe, I do not deny a most solemn iuthciit\ \estelme^ery 
Christian messenger from God to meu. I am prepared to grant 
this to the nttermost ; and all that George Herbert says, in the 
end of the Church-porch, I wonld enforce, at another time than 
this, to the uttermost. But the Authority is simply that of a 
King's tnessm^er ; not of a King's Jte^esmiati/ae. There is a 
wide difference ; all the difference between humble service and 



Well, the congregation might ask, gi'ant him a King's messen- 
ger in cases of doctrine, — in cases of discipline, an officer bearing 

* " By just judgment be deposed," Art. 26. 
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the King's Commission. IIow far are we to obey Kim? How 
far is it lawful to dispnte his commands ? 

'For, in granting, above, that the JMessenger always gave his 
message faithfully, I granted too much to my adversaiies, in or- 
der that their argument might have all the weight it possibly 
conld. The Messengers rarely dehver their message faithfully ; 
and sometimes have declared, as from the King, messages of their 
own invention. How far are we, knowing them for King's mes- 
sengei-s, to believe or obey them ? 

Suppose for instance, in our English army, on the eve of some 
gi'eat battle, one of the colonels were to give this order to his 
regiment, " My men, tie your belts over your eyes, throw down 
yonr luuskets, and follow me as ateadUy as you can, through this 
mai'sh, into the middle of the enemy's line," (this being precisely 
the order issued by our Puseyite Church officers). It might he 
questioned, m the real battle, whether it would be better that a 
regiment should show an example of insubordination, or be cut 
to pieces. But happily in the Church, there is no such difficulty ; 
for the King is always with his army : Not only with his army, 
hut at the right hand of every soldier of it. Therefore, if any 
of their colonels give them a strange command, all they have to 
do is to ask the King ; and never yet any Clu-istian asked guid- 
ance of his Kiug, in any diiHcnlty whatsoever, without mental 
reservation or secret resolution, hut he had it forthwith. "We 
conclude then, finally, that the authority of the Clergy is, in mat- 
ters of discipline, large (being executive, fii-st, of the wi-itten 
laws of God, and secondly, of those detei-mined and agreed upon 
by the body of the Church), in matters of doctrine, dependent 
on their recommending themselves to every man's conscience, 
both as messengers of God, and as themselves men of God, per- 
fect, and instructed to good works.* 

* The difference lietween the authority of doctrine and discipline is beautifviUy 
marked in 2 Timothy ii. 25, and Titus ii. 12 — 13. In the fast passage, the servant of 
God, teachii^ divine doctrine, must not strive, but must "imneekmss instruct those 
that oppose themselves ; in the second passage, leaching us " lliatdenyingiingodliness 
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6. The last subject wMch we had to invesfcigats was, it -will be 
remembered, what is UBually called the connection of " Chiu'ch 
and State," But, by our definition of the term Church, through- 
out the whole of Christendom, the Chui'ch (oi- society of profess- 
ing Christian) is the State, and our subject ie therefore, pro- 
perly speaking, the connection of the lay and clerical officei-s of 
the Church ; that is to say, the degrees in which the civil and 
ecclesiastical govei'nments ought to interfere with or influence 
each other. 

It woidd of course be rain to attempt a formal inquirj^ into 
this intricate subject; — I have only a few detached points to 
notice respecting it. 

There are three degrees or kinds of civil government. The 
first and lowest, executive merely ; the government in this sense 
being simply the I^ational Hand, and composed of individuals 
who administer the laws of the nation, and execute its establish- 
ed purposes. 

The second kind of government is deliberative ; but in its de- 
Kberation, representative only of the thoughts and will of the 
people or nation, and hable to be deposed the instant it ceases 
to express those thoughts and that will. This, whatever its form, 
whether centred in a king or in any number of men, is properly 
to be called Democratic. The third and highest kind of govern- 
ment ia deliberative, not as representative of the people, but as 
chosen to take separate counsel for them, and having power com- 
mitted to it, to enforce upon them whatever resolution it may 
adopt, whether consistent with their will or not. This gov- 
ernment is properly to be called Monarchical, whatever its form. 

I see that politicians and writers of history continually run into 
hopeless en-or, because they confuse the Form of a Govermnent 
■with its Nature. A government may be nomhially vested in an 
individual ; and yet if that individual be in such fear of those 

and worldly lusts ha is to lioe soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world," the 
minister is to speak, exhort, and retuke with all AuiHoaiiir— liotli functions being 
united in 2 Timothy iv. 3. 
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beneath Lim, that he does nothing but what he supposes will be 
agreeable to them, the Government is Democratic ; on tlie other 
hand, the Government may be vested in a deliberative assembly 
of a thousand men, all having ecLual anthoritj, and all chosen 
from the lowest ranks of the people ; and yet if that assembly 
act independently of the will of the people, and have no fear of 
them, and enforee itfi detenninations upon them, the government 
is Monarchical ; that is to say, the Assembly, acting as One, has 
power over the JMany, while in the case of the weak king, the 
Hany have power over the One. 

A Monarchical Government, acting for its own intei'ests, in- 
stead of the people's, is a tyranny. I said the Executive Gov- 
ernment was the hand of the nation ; — ^The Eepublican Govern- 
ment is in like manner its tongue. The Monarchical Government 
is its head. 

All true and right government is Monarchical, and of the 
bead. "What is its best form, is a totally different question ; biit 
unless it act for the people, and not as representative of the 
people, it is no government at all ; and one of the grossest bloek- 
headisms of the English in the present day, is their idea of send- 
ing men to Parliament to " represent thew opinions." "Wliere- 
as their only true business is to find out the wisest men among 
tiiem, and send them to Parliament to represent their own 
opinions, and act upon them. Of all puppet-shows in the 
Satanic Carnival of the earth, the most contemptible puppet-show 
is a Parliament with a mob pulling the strings. 

Now, of these thi'ce states of government, it is clear that the 
merely executive can have no proper influence over ecclesiastical 
aSaii-s. But of the other two, the first, being the voice of the 
people, or voice of the Ohtirch, must have such infiucnce over 
the Clergy as is properly vested in the body of the CImrch. The 
second, which stands in the same relation to the people as a 
father does to bis femily, will have such farther influence over 
ecclesiastical matters, as a father has over the consciences of his 
adult children. No absolute antliority, therefore, to enforce their 
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e at any partieulai- place of woi-sliip, or subscription to 
any particular Creed. But indisputable autiiority to procure for 
them such religious instruction as he deems fittest,* and to 
recommend it to tbem hj every means in bis power ; he not only 
has authority, but is under obligation to do tliia, as well as to 
^tabliah such disciinlines and foi-ms of worship in his house as 
he deems most convenient for his family ; "With which they are 
indeed at liberty to refuse compliance, if such disciphnee appear 
to them eleai'ly opposed to the law of Grod ; but not without most 
solemn conviction of their being bo, nor without deep sorrow to 
be compelled to such a course. 

Bat it may be said, the Government of a people e e d e 
stand to them in the relation of a father to his fami j If do 
not, it is no Government. However grossly it may f il t 
duty, and however little it may be fitted for its place t t be 
Government at all, it has patemal office and relation o h 

* Observe, this and the following conclusions depend entirely on ppos 

tiiat the Government is part of the Body of the Church, and that s m p 
bean taken to compose it of religious and wise men. If we choose l. yd 

deliberately, to compose our Parliament, in gieat part, of infidels »r P gam 

blera and debtors, we may well regret its power over the Clerical ofli h 

should, af any time, so compose our Parliament, is a sign that the CI gy ae 

have foiled in their duty, and the Church in its watchfulness ; — Ihiie t urn 

lates in re-aetion. Whatever I say of the respousihilily or authority C m n 
is therefore to be understood only as sequent on what I have said pr h 

necessity of closely circumscribing the Church, and then composing th C G 
ment out of the circumscribed Body. Thus, all Papists would at once be d d n 
capable of share in it, being subjected to the second or most severe de x m 

mtinication— first, as idolaters, by 1 Cor. v. 10; then, as covetous and extortioners, 
(selling absolution,) by the saroe text ; and, finally, as heretics and maintainers of 
falsehoods, by Titus iii. 10, and I Tim. iv, 1. 

I do not write this hastily, nor without earnest consideration both of the difficulty 
and the consequences of such Church Discipline. But either the Bible is a superan- 
nuated book, and is only to be read as a record of past days ; or these things follow 
from it, clearly and inevilahly. That we live jn days when the Bible has hecomt 
impiacticable, is {if it be so) the very thing I desire to be considered. I am not set- 
ting down these plans or schemes as at present possible. I do not know how far they 
are possible ; but it seems to me that God has plainly commanded Ihem, and that, 
therefore, their impracticability is a thing to be meditated on. 
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people. I fiud it -nritten on the one liancl, — " Honour tliy Fa- 
ther;" on the other, — "Honour the King:" on the one hand, — 
" Whoso smitetl] his Father, shall be pnt to deatli ;"^ on the 
other, — " They that reaiat shall receive to themselves damnation." 
Well, hot, it may be farther argued, tlie Clergy are in a afcill 
more aolenm sense the Fathers of tlie People, and the People are 
tiieir beloved Sons ; why shoiild not, tlierefore, tlie Clergy have 
the power to govern the civil officers? 

For two very clear reasone. 

In all human institntiona certain evils are granted, as of neces- 
sity ; and, in organizing such institutions, we must allow for tlie 
consequences of such evils, and mate aiTangemeuts such as ruay 
best keep them in check. Now, in both the civil and ecclesias- 
tical govermnents there will of necessitj' be a cei-tain number of 
bad men. The wicked civilian has comparatively little interest 
in overtliTOwing ecclesiastical authority ; it is often a useiiil help 
to him, and presents in itself little which seems eovetable. But 
the wicked ecclesiastical officer has much interest in overtlii-ow- 
ing the civilian, and getting the political power into his own 
bauds. As far as wicked men are concerned, therefore, it is 
better that the State shoidd have power over the Clergy, than 
the Clergy over the State. 

Secondly, supposing both the Civil and Ecclesiastical ofiicer to 
be Christians ; there is no fear that the civil officer should under- 
rate the dignity or shorten the serviceablen^s of the minister ; 
but there is considei'able danger that the religious enthusiasm of 
the minister might diminish the serviceableness of the civilian. 
{The History of Eeligious Enthusiasm should be written by some 
one who had a life to give to its investigation ; it is one of the 
most melancholy pages in human records, and one the most 
necessary to be studied.) Therefore, as far as good men are 
concerned, it is better the State shoidd have power over the 
Clergy, than the Clergy over the State. 
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Tliis we might, it seems to me, conclude by unassisted reason. 
But sm'ely the wliole question is, witliout any need of human 
reason, decided by the history of Israel. If evei' a body of 
Clergy should have received independent authority, the Levitical 
Priesthood should ; for they were indeed a Priesthood, and more 
holy than the rest of the nation. But Aai'on is always subject 
to Moses. AU solemn revelation is made to Moses, the civil ma- 
gistrate, and he actually commands Aai'on as to the fulfilment of 
his priestly office, and that in a necessity of life and death : " Go, 
and make an. atonement for the people." J^or is anything more 
remarkable throughout the whole of the Jewish history than the 
perfect subjection of the Priestly to the Kingly Authority. Thus 
Solomon thrusts oiit Abiathar from bemg priest, 1 Kings ii, 27 ; 
and Jehoabaz administers the funds of the Lord's House, 2 Kings 
xii. 4, though that money was actually the Atonement Money, 
the Ransom for Souls (Exod. xxx. 12). 

"We have, however, also the beautiful instance of Samuel unit- 
ing in himself the of&ces of Priest, Prophet, and Judge ; nor do 
I insist on any special manner of subjection of Clergy to civil 
officers, or vice versd ; but only on the necessity of their perfect 
unity and influence upon each other in every Christian kingdom. 
Those who endeavour to effect the utter separation of ecclesiasti- 
cal and civil officers, are striving, on the one hand, to expose the 
Clergy to the most grievous and most subtle of temptations from 
their own spmtual enthusiasm and spiritual pride ; on the other, 
to deprive the civil officer of all sense of religious responsibility, 
and to introduce the fearful, godless, conscienceless, and soulless 
policy of the Eadical and the (so called) Socialist. Whereas, the 
ideal of all government is the perfect unity of the two bodies of 
officers, each supporting and correcting the other ; the Clergy 
having due weight in all the national councils ; the civil officers 
having a solemn reverence for God in all their acla ; the Clergy 
hallowing all worldly policy by their influence ; and the magis- 
tracy repressing all religious enthusiasm by their practical wis- 
dom. To separate the two is to endeavour to separate the daily 
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